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The Coptic Orthodox Church is a church founded by St.
Mark, the Evangelical Apostle, in the city of Alexandria, Egypt,
in the First Century_ Accordingly. the Coptic Orthodox Church is
an Apostolic Church which believes that the head of the Church is
the successor of $t. Mark the Apostle and as such is entrusted by
God and the Church to oversee it and to preside over its' Holy
Synod which is the highest priestly. legislative and executive
authority in the Church.(*) Accordingly, the Coptic Orthodox
Church is a hierarchical Church.

aB.Il.C.kE-I.l...

The head of the Coptic Orthodox Chu rch" is the Pope of
Alexandria and 'the Patriarch ,'of the See of St. Mark. The
Authority of' tt)e Pope and the ,Hqly Synod of the copticOrthodox
Church extends to the enti re See of St. Mark, both inside and
outside Egypt. (.*)

, The Pope of Alexandria~,:"asthe successor of St. Mark the
Apostle" is 'the, founder of all the churches in North America.
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, The "General Cleri'Cal;,Cbuncil"is presided over by his
'Holiness th~ Pope, with prie~ts appointed by him as its members.
It acts for the Patriarchate at Cairo.

(*) Constitution and by-laws of the Holy Synod. .June 1985.
Articles 1.4.8.




